


It’s been nine years since 
terrorists hijacked three civilian planes and flew them into the
World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Virginia.
Passengers in a fourth hijacked plane heard about the attacks 
and attempted to take back control before the plane could be used
in such a way. It crashed in a field before it reached its intended 
target, which was thought to be the U.S. Capitol Building or 
the White House. As a class, read about events, memorials and
discussions that are happening this week as a result of September
11, 2001. With the eEdition and Internet as resources, make a list
of five things happening now that are a direct or indirect result of
the September 11 attacks.

The eEdition may be read in a 
variety of languages. This allows
readers of other languages to easily
translate the newspaper to his or
her own spoken language. To 
translate the eEdition into another
language, click on an article so it
appears on the right side of the
screen. Next, use the drop-down
Translate menu to select a
language to change it to. Choose an
article in the eEdition that interests
you. Following the instructions
above, change the text to a language
you have studied, such as Spanish.
How well can you read it? Next,
change the text to a language you
have not studied. Compare words 
in sentences to the English version.
How many words can you translate
back to English? 

On September 8, 1966, the TV show “Star
Trek” premiered. The show was about a
group of space explorers who traveled the
universe in a starship called the Enterprise.
Since then, the fictional story, characters
and technologies created on that show have
been kept alive through several other TV

On September 9, 1850, California
became the 31st state in the United
States. Since then, it has become
the most populous state in the U.S.
and is known as a center of farming,
a vacation destination, the home of
Hollywood and a leader in creating
new technologies. Use the eEdition
or the Internet to check out what’s
happening in California now. Write
a paragraph summing up, in your
words, the big news out of the
Golden State yesterday. Include 
at least three different events. 

All summer, Americans have been
watching the effects of a huge oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Follow
the news of the cleanup and recovery
in this week’s eEdition, or find the
latest news on the Internet. Then,
using the eEdition, archived news
stories and Internet resources, 
create a timeline of major events
related to the oil spill. Be sure to
include specifics, such as locations,
dates, people and organizations.
Then, make a prediction about
what you think will happen next 
in the region. 

Learning Standard: Selecting conditions in various parts of the world and describe how they have been shaped by events from the past.

Learning Standards: Understanding the operations and functions of
technology systems and becoming proficient in the use of technology;
acquiring information from multiple sources.

Learning Standards: Using the English language effectively; acquiring
information from multiple sources.

Learning Standards: Acquiring information from books, maps, 
newspapers, eEditions, data sets and other sources; explaining 
ecosystem concepts and processes; describing positive and negative
effects of humans on the environment.
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Learning Standards: Showing how common themes of science, mathematics and
technology apply in real world contexts; reading and writing fluently, speaking 
confidently, interacting appropriately, viewing critically and representing creatively.

shows and movies. One popular facet of “Star
Trek” was the cool gadgets the crew used, such
as “communicators.” Crew members carried
them in their pockets, flipped them open and
talked to their faraway friends — without wires!
Today’s cell-phone users do this all the time, but
in 1966, it was science fiction. Look through
today’s eEdition for inspiration for a new 
technology could be useful, such as an oil-spill
cleaner or a forest-fire stopper. Draw a picture 
of your invention and describe what it does 
and who could use it. 



People in search of the news
look to different sources for different types of information. Watch 
a TV news program on a broadcast network. With a clock or a
stopwatch, figure out the total percentage of time during the 
show devoted to local news, national news, international news,
government news, culture/entertainment/celebrity news, sports
news, weather, business news, technology news, commentary, ads
and credits. There will be some overlap. On the next day, use a
ruler and your geometry skills to figure what percentage of the
paper is devoted to each of those topics in the eEdition. Create two
graphs showing the results. What conclusions can you make about
the difference in the two forms of news media?   

In digital technology, the Portable
Document Format, or PDF, is 
a great way to save or share a 
document, because it can be easily
accessed by a variety of computer
programs and the document can’t
be changed or altered. To make a
PDF of an eEdition page or section,
click the Download button. Next,
choose the pages or sections to
download. Finally, click “download
selected PDF.” The PDF can now 
be easily saved, printed or e-mailed.
Choose a section of the eEdition
that would be helpful in a current
school assignment, such as the
National or Business section. Use
the instructions above to save the
section as a PDF. Refer back to this
saved PDF and choose an article to
write a blog entry about. Write your
opinion about this issue while citing
facts from the article. 

After almost 50 years of lying low, bedbugs 
are back! A growing infestation of the nasty 
little bloodsuckers is making homeowners and
apartment dwellers itch across the country. The
bugs have been found in expensive homes, movie
theaters, hotels and stores. They hitch rides on
people’s bags, luggage and clothes and infest new 

On September 11, 2001, terrorists
attacked the United States using
hijacked civilian planes. As a class,
do some research and find out who
committed the attacks, who was
killed, what was hit and how the
U.S. reacted as a nation and a people
on that day and in the following
weeks. With classmates, come up
with a list of at least 10 questions 
to get a first-person account by inter-
viewing someone who was over 18
on that day. Share your recorded or
written interview with the class and
watch/read or listen to the interviews
to get a clearer picture of what it
was like to be an adult on that day. 

School-age athletes are heading to
the hospital emergency room for
concussions much more often than
they used to. Trips to the ER for kids
14 to 19 in organized youth sports
more than tripled in just 10 years,
from about 7,000 in 1997 to nearly
22,000 in 2007. Among younger
kids, ages 8 to 13, visits doubled from
3,800 to almost 8,000. A concussion
is a brain injury due to an impact on
the head. Use the eEdition and the
Internet to create a brief oral report
on concussions or another health
issue in the news. Be sure to include
information about prevention, 
causes, symptoms and treatment.  

Learning Standards: Acquiring information from multiple purposes; organizing data using tables, charts, graphs, spreadsheets and data bases.

Learning Standards: Defining and investigating important issues and
problems using a variety of resources, including technology, to explore
and create texts; understanding the operations and functions of 
technology systems and becoming proficient in the use of technology.

Learning Standard: Reading and writing fluently, speaking confidently,
listening and interacting appropriately, viewing critically and representing
creatively. Examples include reporting formally to an audience, debating
issues and interviewing members of the public.

Learning Standards: Responding to a variety of visual, written and
electronic texts by making connections to students’ personal lives and
the lives of others; determining the meaning of specialized vocabulary
and concepts in oral, visual and written texts.
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Learning Standards: Communicating information accurately and effectively and
demonstrating expressive abilities by creating oral, written and visual texts that
enlighten and engage an audience; acquiring information from multiple sources.

places. And they are hard to get rid of. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency warned this month
against the indoor use of chemicals meant for the out-
side to kill them. The agency also warned about pest
control companies and others making “unrealistic
promises of effectiveness or low cost.” Use the eEdition
to learn some of the concerns the government, 
scientists and home-dwellers have about bedbugs 
or getting rid of the bugs safely. Write a paragraph 
or two describing the situation in your own words.


