


Scientists in South Africa have
announced the discovery of a new species of dinosaur. The
Aardonyx celestae was a plant eater that walked on two legs, but
could also drop down on all fours. Adam Yates, the head scientist,
believes that the species represents a link between earlier, smaller,
two-legged dinosaurs and the massive four-legged dinosaurs 
that came later. Look through the eEdition this week and find 
an article about a scientific discovery or new scientific theory.
Write a short report explaining what the discovery or theory 
is and what impact it might have. Draw a picture or diagram 
to go with your report. 

In November of 1520, European
explorer Ferdinand Magellan
reached the Pacific Ocean, after 
sailing westward from Europe
across the Atlantic Ocean and
through a waterway at the tip 
of South America. The waterway,
now called the Strait of Magellan, 
is named after him. Pick 10 names 
of places, streets or buildings 
mentioned in the eEdition. For
each, do research to see where 
the name came from, and write
down what you found. 

Electronic editions allow you to search their
content for stories or topics that interest
you. This ability to search also can help you
build word skills or track issues in the news.
As a class discuss the issues being talked
about most this year in state government,
by the governor or in the state legislature. 

Cartoonist Charles M. Schulz was
born on November 26, 1922. In 1947,
Schulz began drawing “Peanuts,” 
a comic strip featuring Charlie
Brown, his dog Snoopy and his
friends. Schulz continued to draw
“Peanuts,” which was published in
newspapers around the world, until 
he retired in 2000. Follow Schulz’s
lead and draw your own comic strip.
Base it on a photo, ad or article 
in today’s eEdition. 

November 26 is Thanksgiving, 
a day to be thankful for what 
you have. Many people also use
Thanksgiving as an opportunity 
to help others who have less. 
Look through the eEdition and find
examples of people volunteering 
to help others. Then write down
three ideas for things you could do 
— by yourself or with your family 
or your class — to help people in
your school, neighborhood or city. 

Learning Standards: Asking questions that help students learn about the world; learning from books and other sources of information; reconstructing
previously learned knowledge; constructing new scientific knowledge.

Learning Standard: Using reading for multiple purposes, such as
enjoyment, clarifying information and learning complex procedures.

Learning Standard: Identifying and using aspects of the craft of the
speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate and express ideas artistically.

Learning Standard: Considering the effects of an individual’s actions
on other people, how one acts in accordance with the rule of law 
and how one acts in a virtuous and ethically responsible way as 
a member of society. 
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Learning Standards: Using technology tools to enhance learning; understanding
the operations and functions of technology systems; organizing data in charts,
graphs and tables.

Make a list of issues you think are getting 
the most attention. Use the advanced search
function to search the eEdition for a day 
or a week to see how many times each issue
comes up in stories. If you like, include the word
“governor” or “legislature” with your issues to
narrow your search. Finish by creating a bar
graph to show your results.



On November 23, 1936, the
first issue of Life magazine was published. Life was a 
photojournalism magazine, showing its readers pictures of 
what was going on all over the world at a time before television
was widespread, and before the invention of the Internet. 
Pick a photograph in the eEdition that accompanies an article, 
but don’t look at the article. Study the photo carefully. Do you 
recognize any of the people or landmarks? What do people’s
expressions and gestures tell you? Write a paragraph explaining
what’s happening in the photo. Then read the article and see
how close you came to the real story. 

“On the Origin of Species by Means
of Natural Selection” was a book
published on November 24, 1859.
The book by scientist Charles
Darwin discusses the theory of 
evolution, which at the time was 
a new idea. Darwin came up with
the idea after studying mocking-
birds on a remote group of islands
off the coast of South America.
Read about Darwin and his studies
online or in books. Then write 
a paragraph in the style of an
eEdition news story explaining
how the mockingbirds led him to
develop the theory of evolution. 

The Search and Advanced Search features
of the eEdition are a great tool for finding
information. They also are a great tool 
for building vocabulary and word power.
Adverbs are colorful words that can make
your writing stronger and more effective.
Adverbs describe the action of verbs or 

Last week the Oxford New
American Dictionary announced 
its 2009 Word of the Year: Unfriend.
To unfriend is to remove someone
from your list of friends on a social
networking site such as Facebook. 
If you were tasked with creating a
new word, what would it be? Read
through the eEdition and look at
online news sources and magazines.
Pay attention to words that are used
frequently, and look up words you
don’t know the meaning of. Then
come up with a new word, and
write a dictionary entry for it. 

Berry Gordy Jr., was born in
Detroit, Michigan, on November 
28, 1929. He founded Motown
Records, which became one of 
the most influential companies 
in the history of American music.
His home and studio are now the
Motown Historical Museum. Use
the eEdition and online sources to
find someone else who has made
(or is currently making) a big
impact in Detroit or in Michigan.
Write a biography of the person.  

Learning Standards: Focusing on meaning and communication while listening, speaking, viewing, reading and writing in personal, social, occupational
and civic contexts; analyzing students’ responses to oral, visual, written and electronic texts and providing examples of how texts affect their lives, 
connect them with the contemporary world and transmit issues across time.

Learning Standards: Explaining how scientists construct and scientifically
test theories concerning the origin of life and evolution of species; com-
paring ways that living organisms are adapted to survive and reproduce 
in their environments; analyzing how species change through time. 

Learning Standard: Selectively employing the most effective strategies
to recognize words while constructing meaning, including the use of
context clues, etymological study and reference materials.

Learning Standard: Writing fluently for multiple purposes to 
produce compositions, such as stories, poetry, personal narratives, 
editorials, research reports, persuasive essays, resumes and memos.
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Learning Standards: Using technology tools to enhance learning and increase 
creativity; becoming proficient with the use of technology; describing the impact
of technology use on individuals at home, at school and in the workplace.

the descriptions of adjectives. Many adverbs end
in the letters “ly.” Use the search features of the
eEdition to find adverbs used to make writing
more effective or colorful. Remember to leave 
a space after the “ly ” when you search to make
sure you find only words where those letters are
at the end of the word. Share words as a class.
Then write a paragraph describing how having
search functions makes the eEdition an effective
tool for learning or gathering information.


